第13篇        片語的隱藏主詞
一個句子的基本元素是主詞和動詞，然後才是受詞和補語。
例1：I like to go to New York.  (我喜歡去紐約)

    上句中I是主詞，like是動詞。
如果是複句，則每一子句各有其主詞和動詞，中間以連接詞串起來，
例2： You are a boy and I am a girl.

例3： I like to eat what you cook.

  例2之you, I 分別是主詞，are , am分別是動詞。
  例3之I, you是主詞，like, cook是動詞。
    但是英文為了簡練，常把後句中的子句簡化，以不定詞或分詞片語來代替一個子句之動詞，而主詞則省略了。
例4： I want to make you happy and I will go to collage. 
      (我要取悅你，所以我會上大學)   可以簡化為
例5： To make you happy, I will go to collage.

    由於片語中的主詞不見了，所以它的彈性就縮小，它的主詞就限制成必須與主句的主詞相同，如例5之片語其隱藏之主詞仍然是I。
所以如果例4中之兩個主詞不同，
例6： He wants to make you happy and I will go to collage.

    這句話仍是文法上正確的句子，但是就不能簡化為
例7： To make you happy, I will go to collage.

    因為沒有人會猜得出前面片語的真正主詞另有其人。
    所以片語的隱藏主詞必須是主句的主詞是原義不混淆的原則。
同理
例8： To please her, he sang a song.

或是
例9： He sang a song ( in order) to please her.

都可以，但是不能
例10： To please her, a song was sung.
因為 例10之主詞song並非to make her之隱藏主詞。
同樣用分詞也要如此考量。
例11： Mary was seen by the people while she was enjoying herself.
 (瑪麗在歡樂時剛好被人看到)

可以簡化為
例12：Mary was seen by the people while enjoying herself.
或是
例13：While enjoying herself, Mary was seen by the people.

但是如果是例14

例14：Mary was seen by the people while they were enjoying themselves. (那些人在歡樂時剛好看到瑪麗)

不能簡化為
例15：Mary was seen by the people while enjoying themselves.
因為顯然分詞片語的隱藏主詞不是Mary，說出來會讓人弄混了。這一類錯誤在華人是很普遍的，例如
例16：In order to improve precision, the graphs were enlarged.
 (為了增加精確度，圖被放大)

正確的寫法為
例17：In order to improve precision, we enlarged the graphs.

因為圖是不會自己試圖增加精確度。在中文中可以馬虎的事，在英文中就不行。
同理，
例18：Being responsible for the health of the students, the meat was carefully inspected by the official. 
(由於對學生健康負責，官員仔細檢查肉類)

正確的寫法為
例19：Being responsible for the health of the students, the official      carefully inspected the meat.

